
Diageo India’s Alwar Distillery Achieves Alliance for Water Stewardship (AWS) 

Platinum Certification under AWS Standard V2.0 

Alwar, 09 March 2026: Diageo India (United Spirits Limited) today announced that its Alwar distillery in Rajasthan has been 

awarded the prestigious Alliance for Water Stewardship (AWS) Platinum Certification under the AWS International Water 

Stewardship Standard V2.0 (AWS Standard). This recognition marks the highest level of certification under the global AWS 

framework and reinforces Diageo India’s leadership in responsible water management within the beverage alcohol sector. 

This certification recognises the Alwar distillery’s advanced, sustained performance in driving measurable water stewardship 

outcomes in the Ruparel Basin catchment. Valid until 2 February 2029 (subject to external independent annual surveillance) the 

certification follows the site’s earlier AWS Core certification in 2023 and builds on its distinction as the first spirits distillery in Asia 

to receive AWS certification.  

AWS Platinum is awarded to sites that demonstrate leadership and consistent progress in addressing shared water challenges at 

a catchment level. The certification validates Alwar’s outcomes-led approach across all five AWS outcomes: 

• Strong water governance 

• Sustainable water balance 

• Good water quality status 

• Protection of important water-related areas 

• Safe water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) for all 

 

At Alwar, these outcomes have been achieved through a structured, catchment-based strategy that identifies water-related risks 

and opportunities and translates them into measurable interventions aligned with AWS requirements. The distillery’s efforts span 

operational water-use efficiency improvements, water replenishment initiatives in water-stressed areas, collaborative catchment 

engagement, and community-focused WASH programmes. 

‘Preserve Water for Life’ remains an important pillar of Diageo India’s ‘Spirit of Progress’ ESG action plan. Across its operations, the 

company continues to enhance water efficiency, scale replenishment initiatives in water-stressed regions, and embed long-term, 

community-centric solutions that strengthen water resilience for both people and ecosystems. 

Devashish Dasgupta, Director, Corporate Relations, Diageo India (United Spirits Limited), said, “The AWS Platinum certification 

reflects the sustained focus, rigour and collaborative effort behind our water stewardship journey at Alwar. Building on our 

earlier Core certification, this recognition reinforces our commitment to responsible water management that delivers 

measurable, catchment-level outcomes for communities, ecosystems and industry alike, aligned with our Spirit of Progress 

agenda.” 

Scott McCready, Chief Strategy Officer, Alliance for Water Stewardship (AWS) said “Our Platinum certification recognises 

organisations that demonstrate leadership, transparency and sustained progress against the AWS Standard. United Spirits 

Limited’s Alwar site has shown credible, independently verified performance in advancing water stewardship outcomes 

within the Ruparel Basin. Such site-level leadership plays an important role in strengthening collective action for shared 

water resources.” 

About Diageo India: 

Diageo India is among India’s leading beverage alcohol (alcobev) companies with an outstanding portfolio of premium brands. A subsidiary of 

Diageo Plc., it is listed in India on both the National Stock Exchange (NSE) and Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE) as United Spirits Limited 

(USL). Headquartered in Bengaluru, Diageo India has one of the largest manufacturing footprints in alcobev with 35 facilities across India. It 

manufactures, sells, and distributes Johnnie Walker, Black Dog, Black & White, VAT 69, Antiquity, Signature, The Singleton, Royal Challenge, 

McDowell’s No1, Smirnoff, Ketel One, Tanqueray, Captain Morgan and Godawan, an artisanal single malt whisky from India, bringing together 

global expertise and local pride to deliver innovative, world-class products and experiences to consumers. With a strong focus on driving a positive 

impact on society, Diageo India has been working on collective action to improve livelihoods, championing Grain to Glass sustainability, 

responsible consumption and nurturing the alcobev ecosystem, to contribute to India’s growth agenda. 

For more information about Diageo India, our people, our brands, and our performance, visit us at www.diageoindia.com. Visit Diageo’s global 

responsible drinking resource, http://www.DRINKiQ.com, for information, initiatives, and ways to share best practices. 

Celebrating life, every day, everywhere. 
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The Alliance for Water Stewardship (AWS) is a global membership network of businesses, NGOs and public sector organisations working together 

to conserve the world’s water resources. AWS is also the custodian of a sustainability framework – the AWS Standard – that helps farms, factories 

and other water-using sites to take credible, verifiable actions to protect water resources, now and in the future. 

www.a4ws.org 
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